	[image: Site logo image]
	Faith Encounters
	Read on blog or Reader


Faith and Teachableness
		
	By Martha Rodman on May 8, 2025


Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser, teach the righteous, and they will learn even more. Proverbs 9:9 NLT.
I wonder how you and I would rank on a "teachableness" scale? Would you consider yourself very teachable? Somewhat teachable? Or lousy at it? Jesus taught with parables. Some understood them, some didn't have a clue what he was talking about, even His own disciples! They are excellent role models for us. Because they didn't just go on with their day, nodding, "oh yes, wise sayings". In Luke 8, Jesus told the parable of the farmer scattering seed. They did not understand, so "his disciples asked him what his parable meant". Luke 8:9. My friends, we need to ask about things we don't understand. 
But we must first acknowledge what we don't know. There are some things in my life I don't know how to do. Sometimes, I just don't want to bother with them. Last week, after our Life Group was over, someone noticed a leg on my chair was loose. She picked it up, did something, and tightened it. I didn't want to admit; I didn't know how to do it. Usually, I wait till my son comes over, discovers the wobble and fixes it. I never watched him do it or ask how to do it. I just lived with it. However, this week I told myself, it can't be that hard. I found an Allen wrench, experimented and finally got it to work! Are there areas in your knowledge about God that you have never asked Him to teach you about?
God gave us the Holy Spirit to be our teacher. He wants to instruct us and teach us in God's ways. Come unto me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light. Matthew 11:28-30.  I wonder if the reason so many of us grow weary is that we don't know Him well enough. We are walking in our own strength and wisdom, and doing things harder than need be. We focus on the problem more than on God and His ability to solve it. He wants to teach us better ways to do things, if we only ask.
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